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CRITICAL MASS 3  @ 
A mainspace Exhibition as part of a Professional Critics’ Series 

for Northwest Louisiana Artists

EXTENDED DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION / REGISTRATION: 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 24:  4:00 PM!

DROP OFF PERDIOD: Tuesday, January 20 – Saturday, January 24, 2015
Late hours drop off opportunity:  Thursday, January 22:  until 7:00 pm

OPENING and AWARDS:  Thursday, February 5

Exhibition Dates:  Friday, February 6 – Saturday, April 4
CRITICS’ SERIES OVERVIEW




The Shreveport Regional Arts Council (SRAC) and artspace present CRITICAL MASS 3 – an open invitational exhibition for all Northwest Louisiana “Directory” Artists.  The Exhibition encourages Artists to register on the NWLA Artists’ Directory (by the date of submission of artwork) and to submit work to be exhibited and critically reviewed by professional critics selected by “Critic Curator,” Robert L. Pincus, Ph.D.  Pincus has selected the Critics for the past several Critical Mass exhibitions. The Critics will select the work of one artist in Visual, Literary and Performing Arts to advance to a “solo” Exhibition/Presentation in coolspace.  SRAC will support the solo Exhibition/Presentation with a $2,000 cash award per category and an advertisement featuring the selected Artist in a national publication.  The Critics will return to artspace to review the work; the review will be published.

There must be at least 10 entries in each discipline to justify the fees and travel expenses for a Critic; if there are less than 10 entries in a discipline, (Literary, Visual, and/or Performing Arts), the Critic in that category will not be engaged.  Additionally, the Critics reserve the right to not make an award.  

  The 2015, CRITICAL MASS 3 @ artspace Exhibition marks the move of the Critical Mass series from the coolspace gallery to the mainspace gallery.  In addition to being a more prominent exhibition space that allows for a longer exhibition period, this move will allow for greater flexibility in works shown, allowing for larger sculptural works on pedestals or the floor (not relegated to the Walls, small installations, and multimedia works.   Artists are invited to submit muti-piece works such as diptychs and triptychs.  Artists are encouraged (but not required) to offer a work with a purchase price. The Artist receives 70% of the purchase price.
CRITICS’ SERIES BACKGROUND____________ 

Four years ago, the Chairman of the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA), Rocco Landesman, made a visit to Shreveport to announce a major grant award that would jumpstart the planning and vision process for Shreveport Common.  In an effort to ensure that the NEA Chairman would “see” the NWLA Arts Community, a last minute Exhibition opportunity, IMPROMTU, was created at artspace.  During the series, IMPROMPTU critic Robert L. Pincus, Ph.D, met with area artists who urged that a system of formal critique could advance professionalism in the Arts in Northwest Louisiana. 
The Shreveport Regional Arts Council submitted a successful grant to the NEA to produce a two-year Critics’ Series inspired by the success of the artspace IMPROMPTU Exhibition and subsequent conversation. Two CRITICAL MASS exhibitions took place at artspace, one in 2013 and one in 2014, which featured hundreds of individual works by Northwest Louisiana artists.  IMPROMPTU curator, critic Robert L. Pincus, PhD, selected highly regarded critics to provide progressive reviews of the exhibitions and artists within this series.  These critics have included:  Lauren Buscemi and Susan Larson – Visual Arts, Anne Marie Welsh – Performing Arts, and David Ulin – Literary Arts.

The series culminated in summer of 2014 with CONVERSATIONS ON CRITICISM: THE FUTURE OF INTELLIGENT WRITING ON THE ARTS. The four-day symposium featured highly respected and high profile critics, editors and reporters addressing the present and future of arts journalism, as well as events highlighting Northwest Louisiana artists and cultural resources. Highlights from the symposium included local artist Studio Visits, Portfolio Reviews, Poetry Reading, Performances, and the production of UNDISPUTED @ UNSCENE!
After the symposium, area artists and organizations, as well as the professional critics, urged that the series should continue with an annual CRITICAL MASS exhibition.
NORTHWEST ARTISTS DIRECTORY REVIEW TO SELECT ROSTER ARTISTS

The three Critics (Visual, Literary, and Performing Arts) will ALSO review the NWLA Artist Directory to determine which Artists will move from “Directory” to the designation of “Roster” Artist; referring those Artists in NWLA who are considered professional based upon the quality of the body of work, the resume that indicates strong achievement in Artistic Production and Exhibition, and the Artist’s Statement that contextualizes the artwork and the direction that the Artist intends to go. Each Critic will review the Directory Listings according to the Category of his/her expertise. 
New:  The due date for revising, updating, or submitting to the NWLA Artists Directory is MIDNIGHT, Tuesday, January 20, 2015.  For more information and/or assistance, contact Tiana Kennell, 318-673-6500; tiana@shrevearts.org.
CRITICAL MASS 3 AWARDS________________

The 2015 CRITICAL MASS 3 Exhibition/Presentation will bring a Visual, Literary and Performing Arts Critic.  CRITICAL MASS 3 will feature the presentation of THREE “$2,000 Best of Show” Awards!  There will be an award for each of the three categories:  Visual, Performance and Literary. 
A. Visual Entries will be reviewed in a “LIVE” setting prior to the Opening of the Exhibition, and will be reviewed/awarded on Thursday, February 5, 2015, 5:00 pm – 9:00 pm.

B. Literary Entries will be submitted digitally and will be reviewed by the Critic in a remote setting.  The review and awards will be presented via “Skype Conversation” at the Opening of the Exhibition on Thursday, February 5, 2015, 5:00 pm – 9:00 pm.

C. The Performance Works (group or individual) will be submitted digitally and will be reviewed by the Critic in a remote setting.  Up to five (5) finalists will be selected and will each produce a 30 minute performance to be presented in a highly public staged event during the “Solo Show” dates in the Summer of 2015.  A “$2,000 Best of Show” for a Performance will be awarded two days later, with a full critical review.  

ELIGIBILITY






CRITICAL MASS 3 is an invitational group exhibition for all VISUAL, PERFORMANCE and LITERARY Artists or Artist Teams who live in one of the ten parishes that comprise Northwest Louisiana, the region for which the Shreveport Regional Arts Council (SRAC) is responsible through designation by the Louisiana Division of the Arts.  The parishes include:  Caddo, Bossier, Webster, Lincoln, Claiborne, Desoto, Red River, Natchitoches, Bienville and Sabine.  For the purposes of this exhibition, SRAC defines an Artist as a person who is active* on the NWLA Artist Directory on or before Midnight, Tuesday, January 20th. 
Note: Students are not eligible to be on the Directory.  This includes students enrolled in K-12, College, and Advanced Degree programs.  SRAC accepts the premise that students in the Arts are working/creating under the direction or influence of an instructor.  An Artist is acknowledged as having an independent body of work.  There are “young people” who are students, but not Arts students, and have become renowned for the presentation, exhibition, or publication of independently created, original works of Art that are solely produced by the Artist.  

* ACTIVE is defined as an Artist who has submitted their completed registration which includes:  the required samples of work, artists’ statement, artists’ resume, and avatar; and they have been made viewable via the NWLA Artists Directory homepage.  Please note that the registration process takes approximately 48 hours to complete. You may call and schedule an appointment with Tiana Kennell, Arts Resource Coordinator, (318-673-6500/tiana@shrevearts.org) if you need assistance with this process. 
The submitted work must fit through the doors of artspace and must be able to be ready to hang (it is pre-wired/mounted) or to stand on the floor, or to be mounted on a pedestal that the Artist will be provide. 
INVITATION





Artists of ALL Visual, Performance and Literary Art Disciplines are invited to submit one work that may be comprised of up to THREE (3) works such as a diptych (2 pieces) or a triptych (3 pieces) for the CRITICAL MASS 3 Exhibition. The entry is for ONE WORK. Submitted works must be new, original works created by  the artist within the last 24 months and should not have been exhibited at artspace prior to the CRITICAL MASS 3 exhibition.  
All submitted works will be shown in the mainspace gallery on the first floor of artspace, 710 Texas Street in Downtown Shreveport from February 5 – April 4, 2015.  Artists are encouraged to allow the work to be available for purchase. (The Artist receives 70% of the Purchase Price; artspace receives 30%.)

GUIDELINES FOR ENTRY



· There are no fees and no selection process for acceptance in this Exhibition.  All NWLA Artists are eligible to submit works of art as defined below.  However, SRAC reserves the right not to accept any submission that fails to meet the criteria for eligibility as outlined above.

· The point of CRITICAL MASS is to allow each and every self-declared Artist in NWLA to Exhibit ONE WORK to be reviewed by a Professional Critic…with one Artist in each discipline selected for a FULL EXHIBITION of his/her work to be produced/exhibited within about six months.  Each Visual Artist or Artist Team may submit one work that may comprise up to three pieces (diptych/triptych) but that stands as a complete work. Literary Artists may submit up to 10 individual pieces – or 10 pages - that complete a body of work. Artists submitting form for the Performing Arts may submit a 10 minute Video/CD/DVD of one work (one concert, one scene from a theatrical production, one “act” / “scene” from a dance on all one theme.  Works may not have been previously shown in artspace in the past 24 months, and may not have been submitted to previous CRITICAL MASS/IMPROMPTU Exhibitions.  

· Registration for entry is FREE and required in order to take part in this exhibition.  

*Please use attached form. 

· Physical Artworks must be delivered directly to artspace, 710 Texas Street, downtown Shreveport.  Digital Artworks must be emailed to the Exhibition Director or delivered to artspace on a thumb/flash drive or compact disc.  ALL submissions must be registered by dropping off or emailing the entry form, and having an active listing on the NWLA ARTISTS’ DIRECTORY  no later than MIDNIGHT, TUESDAY, JANUARY 20TH. The actual ARTWORK must be received by 4:00 pm, Saturday, January 24, 2015. Emailed entries should be sent to olivia@shrevearts.org
1. VISUAL ART SUBMISSIONS: VISUAL category includes all visual, literary (IF visual presentation), multi-media or any artwork that can be visually displayed as follows:
A. ON A WALL, PEDESTAL, OR FLOOR - 2D, 3D visual artworks.  ALL Visual Artworks must arrive ready to hang or mount.  Artist must provide the necessary additional hardware with which to display the Artwork safely on a pedestal or the floor if needed.  The piece must be no larger than 6’ X 8’.  The artist must be able to carry/move the piece to the venue without artspace staff assistance. We do encourage artists to consider that there are many artists who may submit for this exhibition and space is limited.  All works must be original and should have been conceived and executed by the entrants themselves.  The piece must be forthright, not an installation piece that requires artist supervision. 
B. ON A FLAT SCREEN TELEVISION- film and multi-media visual artworks (three-minute maximum edited length) that are submitted via DVD for viewing within the exhibition on a television screen at artspace.  The names of the artists and a title for the work must be included in the video.  
2. LITERARY ART SUBMISSIONS:  (IF NOT submitted as a VISUAL work) The Work may be a maximum of 10 pages of text, double spaced at a minimum 12 point font.  The work will be exhibited on tables in artspace.  The “$2,000 Best of Show Winner” will work with the SRAC Exhibition Director to negotiate the best plan for the presentation of the “solo” exhibition.  For example, the complete work may be printed as a card, flyer, booklet, produced directly on the wall, or framed as wall hangings.

3. PERFORMANCE ART SUBMISSIONS:  May be a maximum of ten (10) minutes in edited length; the submission may include a maximum of TWO performances within the 10 minute maximum edited length.  The presentation will be submitted on a DVD so that it may be viewed on a television screen within the exhibition at artspace.  The work may feature one artist or include as many performers as necessary to convey the artistic experience.  The names of the artists and a title for the work must be included in the video.  The Critic will be looking at the overall production value of each work, to include: lights, staging, sound, costumes, etc.  The Critic will select up to five (5 ) Performing Arts finalists.  The finalists must be prepared to present a live public performance - 30 minutes in length - for and audience with the Critic in attendance.
Note:  Performances may be submitted by individuals, groups, or organizations that produce work (theatre, dance, opera, and symphony companies as examples).  However, the work must reflect the work of Artists.  Performances by Students and School Groups are not eligible.  The Artist seeking “selection” must have an active listing on the NWLA Artist Directory.
PRESENTATION OF CRITIQUE/ PRIZES/AWARDS




It is the goal of SRAC and artspace to continue to provide new and exciting opportunities that focus on the support and promotion of all local artists and art forms.  Artists who submit an entry are the Featured Artists!  The Visual, Literary, and Performing Arts Critics will review the CRITICAL MASS Exhibition in prior to the Opening Night Party, and make selection of Artists to be awarded Solo Exhibitions and the (up to) five Performances to advance to the Finale Performance.   

The Opening Night Party for the Exhibition will be Thursday, February 5, 2015, 5:00 pm – 6:30 pm.  At that time, all works submitted (Visual, Literary, and Performing) will be easily accessible for viewing by the public. 

At 6:30 pm, Thursday, February 5, the Awards will be announced by the Critics in person and via “skype” presentation.  Visual and Literary “$2,000 Best of Show” Awards and Performing Arts semi-finalists will be announced.  The Performing Arts “$2,000 Best of Show” Award will be announced and prize presented at the Critic’s Review on the performance date (date TBA).

Following the Awards Presentation by each Critic, the Visual, Literary, and Performing Arts Review and ‘Critic’s Talk’ will take place on three floors of artspace, Thursday, February 5, from 7:30 pm – 9:00 pm.  Artists and the public will be invited to engage in discussion about the CRITICAL MASS 3 Exhibition.  

The Critics will:

1. Provide context for the critique.

2. Explain “how” and “why” awards were given to selected artists.

3. Comment on an additional 10-20 pieces at his/her discretion.

4. Hold a casual Open Critique for all participating artists.  
AWARDS and PERKS


 

· VISUAL  and LITERARY:  “BEST OF SHOW” – One $2,000 cash prize and a SOLO EXHIBITION at artspace during the 2015 summer. Artists submitting work to Critical Mass 3 must be prepared for this exhibition to open sometime in June or July. SRAC will purchase a ¼ pg advertisement in national publication applicable to the Art Discipline/Medium to promote the “Best of Show” Solo exhibition.  Critics will review the “Best of Show” Solo exhibition produced by each selected artist, providing a one on one verbal review with the Artist and a public “Critic’s Talk” reviewing the work, explaining the elements of a strong review, and sharing the conversation with the artist.  Finally, the critics submit a written review to local/national art publications/ websites.  

· PERFORMANCE ART: “BEST OF SHOW” – One $2,000 cash prize will be awarded to the overall “Best of Show” winner.  Up to five (5) finalists will participate in a staged/produced LIVE public performance at an appropriate venue selected by Shreveport Regional Arts Council (on a date TBA during the Visual and Performing Arts solo exhibition in summer 2015).  SRAC will advertise the “Finale Performance” in a national Performing Arts publication.  The Critic will come to Shreveport to review the “Finale” Live Performance and will provide a verbal review with the participating groups.  Finally, the Critic submits a written review to be published in a local/national performing art publication/ websites.  

TIMELINE






· ALL ENTRY FORMS, VISUAL ARTWORKS and DIGITAL ARTWORKS (LITERARY & PERFORMING ARTS, and for some Visual Arts) received by Exhibition Director at artspace: 
All entry forms are due in person, by mail, or emailed by 4:00PM Saturday, January 24, 2015
All eligible NWLA Artists will have an active listing on the NWLA ARTISTS DIRECTORY by midnight, Tuesday, January 20, 2015.
All works must be received at artspace no later than 4:00 pm, Saturday, January 24, 2015
Works may be submitted from Tuesday, January 20 to Saturday January 24 
artspace hours for acceptance of work and entry forms: 

Tuesday - Friday:  10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Thursday:  10:00 am – 7:00 pm

Saturday:  12:00 noon – 4:00 pm

· NWLA ARTISTS DIRECTORY submissions or updates for ROSTER REVIEW must be made by 12 MIDNIGHT, Tuesday, January 20, 2015. 
· CRITICAL MASS 3 Exhibit Opening Reception & Award Announcement at artspace:
Thursday, February 5 @ 5:00 PM
· CRITICS’ Award Presentation:  artspace, Thursday, February 5, 6:30 PM
· CRITICS’ REVIEW and TALK: artspace, Thursday, February 5, 7:30 PM – 9:00 PM
· CRITICAL MASS 3 EXHIBITION DATES:  FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6 – SATURDAY, APRIL 4
· CLOSE OF CRICAL MASS 3 EXHIBITION:  Saturday, April 4, 2015
· ARTISTS PICK UP ARTWORKS:  Tuesday, April 7 – Saturday, April 11, 2015, during normal artspace hours.

Note:  Artwork(s) that are not retrieved by the Artist before 4:00 pm, Saturday, April 11 (unless other plans have been confirmed through the artspace Exhibition Manager) will become the property of the Shreveport Regional Arts Council. 

CRITICAL MASS 3










                                                                                                EXHIBITION ENTRY FORM 

Must be submitted by Tuesday, January 13

INDIVIDUAL ARTIST / *ARTIST TEAM

	NAME:
	

	ADDRESS:
	

	PHONE #:
	

	EMAIL:
	

	*(for ARTIST TEAM) ADDITIONAL ARTISTS NAMES:
	


	*Check all that apply

	( 
I am on the NWLA Artist Directory (REQUIRED)

	(   I am on the Northwest Louisiana Juried Roster Artist
(Not required; however, Roster Artists will be recognized on the Hang Tag.)  


ARTWORK INFORMATION
	TITLE:
	

	MEDIUM:
	

	FORMAT:
	  (  2D                  (  3D                  ( DVD               ( Flash Drive                 ( Email

	SIZE / Running Time:
	

	Sale Price 
	(The Artist receives 70% of the Purchase Price; artspace receives 30%.)


SUBMITTED by:
______________________________________________________________________________

________________________

Artist Signature









Date:

RECEIVED by:

______________________________________________________________________________

________________________

artspace Exhibition Director (or artspace representative)


Date:

�


        








